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Abstract 

This article analyzes results from advanced Y-DNA testing to reconstruct genealogies for a set of Puerto Rican 

families. Men with verified genealogies to the eighteenth century in northwest Puerto Rico matched in the Y 

chromosome with a time to most recent common ancestor (TMRCA) in the middle of the seventeenth century. 

Given the lack of parish records for the towns from where these families came, isolated archival records, in 

addition to mentions of dispensations in later years, were used to reconstruct the genealogies that genetics had 

matched. Important in this reconstruction was the legitimate adoption of maternal surnames, often from several 

generations back, which aligns with a documented practice in the larger Spanish anthroponymy tradition. In the 

reconstruction of these genealogies, we can observe a pattern in the reproduction of privileges among the elite 

families that carried a deep historical past, from the Caribbean in the Early Modern times to the Iberian 

Peninsula in the Middle Ages. 

Names and details discussed in this article are provided with agreement from group participants. 

 
1 The author wishes to thank Mrs. Daisy López de Pujols, Mrs. Zenaida González, Mr. Ángel David González and Mrs. Iris A. Santiago 
Vélez for their important collaboration in the study of the González de la Cruz family. Thank you Mr. Ricardo Vélez for his help with 
the study of the Vélez del Rosario family. The author also owes much gratitude to Dr. Hilda Blanch-Miranda for her extensive and 
critical reading of this work prior to submission. Thank you to Mr. Dave Vance and the anonymous reviewers for their insightful and 
important suggestions, which only improved the paper. Any error or omission is the responsibility of the author.  
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Introduction 

 In 2019, a study demonstrating the genetic genealogy for a Y-DNA match between men of the 

Sotomayor and Colón de Santiago families from Moca, Puerto Rico was published.2 The study identified Pedro 

Mexía de Lugo and Isabel de Sotomayor, married circa 1573, as the ancestors of the descendants of Juan de 

Soto Hernández and Cristóbal Colón de Santiago, who lived between the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 

in the towns of Aguada, Moca, and San Sebastián (see image 1). The author used isolated documentation 

available then to reconstruct the genealogy that genetics had connected. In this essay, we discuss new findings 

that support the documentation of the Sotomayor genealogy with recently found data. This new information 

includes parish and archival records (paper), and new and surprising Y-DNA results (blood), which confirm the 

2019 study.  
 

 
Image 1. Map of Towns in Puerto Rico, highlighting the corridor of Aguada, Moca, and San Sebastián. 

  

We have been able to identify the militia officers Soto de las Cuevas as the ancestors of  these 

Sotomayors from Aguada. We reached this conclusion thanks to an unexpected genetic result: the Sotomayors 

from Aguada are agnatic cousins of the González de la Cruz family, who trace their genealogy back to the 

founder of the town of San Sebastián in the eighteenth century. These results have not only allowed us to 

corroborate and clarify certain genealogies, but also have permitted us to demonstrate, once again, the 

importance of maternal lineages in Spanish anthroponymy. As such, we can observe the reproduction of 

privileges of the local elite classes and how powerful families concurrently expanded with the establishment of 

new towns in Puerto Rico during the early modern era.  

 

Background 

 Genetic genealogy—blood and paper—was the methodological framework used in the 2019 study that 

demonstrated that the Sotomayor and Colón de Santiago agnatic cousins from the eighteenth century coincided 

 
2 Antonio Sotomayor. “Genetic genealogy for the study of Puerto Rican, Spanish, and Portuguese family history: lessons from the  

Sotomayor, Colón, and Pereira families.” The Journal of Genealogy and Family History, Vol. 3, No. 1 (2019): 1-22. 

https://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/ojs/index.php/JGFH/article/view/62 
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in the marriage between Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo and Isabel de Sotomayor from the sixteenth century (see 

image 3). Advanced Y-DNA testing, which is inherited exclusively from father to son, was used to identify the 

ancestor in common between these two families. Two sons from this marriage were Captain Juan de Lugo 

Sotomayor I and Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa I, who in turn had sons using different combinations of 

surnames that include Lugo Sotomayor, Sotomayor, and Soto (for Juan), and Lugo, Lugo Figueroa, Figueroa, 

Lugo Buenaventura, Ramos Colón, and Colón (for Guillermo). This repertoire of surnames demonstrates the 

importance of maternal surnames and a holistic approach to Puerto Rican and Spanish anthroponymy. 

 

 It is important to note that the Sotomayor surname, be it in Spain, Puerto Rico, or elsewhere in the 

Spanish speaking world, shows up in records as Sotomayor and/or Soto. Given that this is a compound surname, 

the two words, Soto (grove) and mayor (great or big), are often separated, or the “mayor” omitted altogether. 

This also occurred with other compound surnames in Puerto Rico such as González de la Cruz, which often 

appears as González; Ramírez de Arellano as Ramírez or Arellano; López de Segura as López; López de 

Victoria as López or Victoria; Lorenzo de Acevedo as Lorenzo or Acevedo; Ponce de León as Ponce; among 

many others. As for the Sotomayors, in 2019 there was only documentation to Juan de Soto Hernández born in 

Aguada—husband of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo—who died in Moca on August 6, 1791 at the age of 112 (born 

1679).3 Rosa passed away in Moca on March 8, 1793, at the age of 106 years old (born in 1687).4  What follows 

is the documented agnatic genealogy of the volunteers of the Sotomayor family discussed in 2019. Starting with 

the volunteer’s grandfather, Antonio Soto Méndez, he was the son of Alberto Soto Soto, son of Alberto 

Sotomayor Tirado, son of Juan de la Cruz de Sotomayor, son of Alberto de Sotomayor, son of Juan de 

Sotomayor, son of Juan de Soto Hernández. 

 

Grandparents, Great-Grandparents, and Great Great-Grandparents 

Civil Registry, Moca, f.[ilegible], No. 592. 

Antonio Soto Méndez, 13 January 1915 

Son of Alberto Soto and Yldefonsa Méndez Cortés 

Paternal Grandparents: Alberto Sotomayor and Magdalena Soto 

Maternal Grandparents: Marcelino Méndez Cabán and Monserrate Cortés 

 

3rd and 4th Great-Grandparents 

Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Marriages, B.8, f.419 

Ramón Alberto Soto 

Son of Juan Soto and Balbina Tirado 

Married to Magdalena Soto 

Daughter of Eduardo Soto and Rosa de Torres 

Dispensed in 2nd degree of consanguinity.  

 

 
3 Rafael Reichard. Libreta Sotomayor No. 1, photocopy of unpublished notebook, Haydee Reichard de Cancio Collection. 
4 This data was transcribed by the lawyer and renowned genealogist Rafael Reichard Sapia during the early twentieth century; the 

original books are no longer existent. However, these relationships have been corroborated thanks to a dispensation of 3rd and 4th 

degree of consanguinity between don Juan de Sotomayor and doña Balbina Tirado Acevedo from 1842. Antonio de Sotomayor Carlo. 

“Dispensa, endogamia y milicia: Historia social para la genealogía de algunas familias de Aguada, Puerto Rico. Siglos XVII y XVIII.” 

Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 22, No. 1, (2021), 91-119. 
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Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Baptism Index, 1826-1857. 

[No date] f.139 

Soto=mayor Tirado, Ramón Alberto 

Son of Juan Sotomayor y Balbina Tirado 

 

4th and 5th Great-Grandparents 

Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Marriages, B.4, f.296 

December 15, 1842 

Juan de la Cruz de Sotomayor 

Son of Alberto de Sotomayor and Dionisia Ximénez 

Married to Balbina Tirado 

Daughter of Manuel Tirado and María Merced Acevedo 

Dispensed in 3rd and 4th degree of consanguinity. 

 

5th and 6th Great-Grandparents.  

Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Marriages, B.2, f.66 

 

7 February 1798 Alberto de Soto 

Son of Juan de Soto and Serafina de Lugo 

Married to Dionisia Ximénez 

Legitimate Daughter of Cristóbal and Antonia  

 

7th Great-Grandparent  

Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Deaths, B.1, f.123. 

6 August 1791 

Juan de Soto Hernández, 112 years old, born in Aguada 

Husband of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo. 

 

https://www.jogg.info/
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Image 2. Agnatic Ancestors of Antonio Soto Méndez 

 

 

 In the 2019 article, soldier Juan Francisco de Soto (1679) was identified as Juan de Soto Hernández’s 

possible father. Similarly, kinship with the Soto de las Cuevas militia officers from the seventeenth and 

eighteenth century in Aguada (landowners in Moca in the eighteenth century) was rejected because there was 

not the slightest documented clue that they were related to the Lugo Sotomayor family. However, the data that 

will be discussed in this article demonstrates that these Soto de las Cuevas officers descended from Captain 

Juan de Lugo Sotomayor I, born about 1575. What follows is a review of the new genetic results, which provide 

surprising information for the genealogical reconstruction of these families.  

https://www.jogg.info/
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Image 3. Genealogical chart from 2019 showing the genetic genealogy of the Sotomayor and Colón de Santiago families. 
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New Data: González de la Cruz Y-DNA and Documentation  

With the help of Daisy López de Pujols and Zenaida González Soto, we found revealing data on one of 

the most powerful families in Puerto Rico’s northwest. They both descend from Cristóbal González de la Cruz 

(born around 1738, died after 1807), and due to the lack of information on his agnatic ancestors, they searched 

for male agnatic González descendants of Cristóbal González de la Cruz to do the Y-DNA test. Their interest 

was purely exploratory, knowing the potential of Y-DNA testing for the clarification of agnatic ancestry, as the 

2019 article showed. They were fortunate to recruit one, Ángel David González, who, surprisingly, was a Y-

DNA match with a descendant of Juan de Soto Hernández.5 In other words, a descendant of Cristóbal González 

de la Cruz (known as founding Captain of San Sebastián) had the same agnatic root as a descendant of Juan de 

Soto Hernández. The documented agnatic genealogy of Ángel David González begins with his grandfather, 

Pedro Wenceslao González Fuentes, who was a son of Prudencio Vidal González Fuentes, son of Laureano 

González Soto, son of José González de la Cruz Ortiz de Peña, son of Cristóbal González de la Cruz (see image 

4). 

 

 Grandparents and Great-Grandparents 

 

Civil Registry, San Sebastián, Marriages, B. 8-15, f. 71, No.21 

23 January 1915 

Pedro Wenceslao González Fuentes 

Son of Prudencio Vidal González and Juana Ramona Fuentes 

Married to 

María Otilia Vélez Soto 

Daughter of Pablo Vélez y María Eleuteria Soto 

 

Great-Grandparents and 2nd Great-Grandparents 

 

Civil Registry, San Sebastián, Deaths, B. 26-33, f. 118, No.582 

28 December 1917 

Prudencio Vidal González Fuentes, 64 years old, married to Juana Ramona Fuentes, 11 children: Ángel, Juan 

Bautista, Estebanía, Pedro, Mercedes, Prudencio, Cristina, Ramona, Manuel de Jesús, Francisco, and Carmela.  

Son of Laureano González and María del Carmen Fuentes, de San Sebastián.  

Paternal Grandparents: José González and Marcelina Soto 

Maternal Grandparents: Marcelino Fuentes and Nieves López, from San Sebastián. 

 

2nd Great-Grandparents and 3rd Great-Grandparents 

 

San Sebastián Mártir Parish, Marriages, B.1, f.6 

13 April 1825 

José González de la Cruz-Ortiz Vélez 

 
5 Both subjects used the Big-Y advanced tests offered by Family Tree DNA laboratories. 
6 Information provided by Luis Moreno in a transcription archived in the Sociedad de Ancestros Mocanos (SAM).  
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Son of D. Cristóbal (deceased) and Da. Josefa 

Married to 

Marcelina Soto-Medina 

Daughter of D. Cristóbal y Da. Juana 

 

General Archive of Puerto Rico 

3 August 18527 

Last will and testament of Don José González de la Cruz, born and neighbor of San Sebastián, legitimate son 

of D. Cristóbal González de la Cruz and of Doña Josefa Ortiz de Peña Vélez, deceased. Brother: D. Manuel 

de Jesús. Married to Doña María Marcelina de Sotomayor, legitimate daughter of D. Cristóbal Sotomayor and 

Da. Juana de Medina, deceased. They had 12 children. He was married in San Sebastián on 13 April 1825. Died 

on 25 March 1855 at 79 years of age. 

 

 
Image 4. Agnatic Ancestors of Pedro Wenceslao González Fuentes. 

 

 
7 Sonia Méndez, Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Genealogía, Archivo General, Aguadilla, Judicial Civil, Caja #24, legajo #34, 1855-1856 

- 3 de agosto 1852 – Testament of D. José González de la Cruz. 
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 In 2019, the magazine Guácara of the Cultural Center of San Sebastián, published biographical data 

about Cristóbal González de la Cruz. Genealogist Iris Santiago Vélez reported that Cristóbal was the founding 

Captain of the town of San Sebastián de las Vega del Pepino in 1752, serving as territorial judge in 1796 and 

then as teniente a guerra (Lieutenant at War) and Mayor in 1798, 1800, and 1805. In 1778, Cristóbal wrote a 

report on the state of the parish church and declared being from Aguada and 40 years old, that is, born in 1738.8 

As stated above, Cristóbal González de la Cruz married Josefa Ortiz de Peña Vélez, a marriage that also appears 

in several parish records in San Sebastián. This couple had a least seven children: María Antonia (married to 

Juan Antonio Vélez del Rosario), Teresa, Manuel Sixto, Manuel (married to María Eusebia López de Victoria 

Segarra), José Antonio (married to María Marcelina de Sotomayor Hernández), María (married to Francisco 

Pérez de la Cruz) and Manuel de Jesús (married to María Gabriela Segarra Ortiz de la Renta).9 

 

What is interesting about the González de la Cruz and the Sotomayor Y-DNA match is the genetic 

distance—that is, how many mutations have occurred between both sequences of chromosomes that help us 

determine the approximate time of the common ancestor. The genetic distance between the González de la Cruz 

and the Sotomayor descendants is 5 (596 out of 601 markers or 330 to 400 years ago), compared to the genetic 

distance between the Sotomayor and the Colón de Santiago which is 7 (533 out of 540 markers or 400 to 600 

years ago). Altogether, the Y-DNA samples of all the men in this long study (Sotomayor, González de la Cruz, 

Colón de Santiago and Colón),10 when run through the Discover tool (combines SNPs and STRs) in the labs of 

Family Tree DNA indicate that their Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor (TMRCA) ranges from 1564 to 

1855 at a 95% confidence level (see image 5).  

 

Another independent Y-DNA tool, SAPP (uses STRs as provided in the DF41 group of samples),11 

concurred with Family Tree DNA’s Discover tool in that the TMRCA between these four samples was between 

1600 and 1850 (see image 6). It must be noted that according to the 2019 study, the available documentation for 

the Sotomayor and Colón de Santiago pointed to a man born circa 1575 as the probable common ancestor, 

fitting with the oldest date in the error ranges from these tools, 1564-1600. The most recent date in the error 

ranges as estimated in the tools, 1855/1850 can be ruled out given our documentation, which traces the 

genealogy of all these men to the mid/early 1700s. Larry Walker, DF41 research group administrator for the 

project at Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) analyzed the BigY samples from these cases and stated that the 

Sotomayor and “the González de la Cruz may have shared an ancestor about 1620-1690, and the two of [them] 

may have shared an ancestor with [their] other match [Colón de Santiago] about 1460-1560”.12 In other words, 

the error ranges from the two analysis tools were very close to the genealogical data we have found. Our study 

 
8 Iris A. Santiago Vélez. “Cristóbal González de la Cruz: Capitán fundador del Pepino.” Guácara, Vol. 6, No. 2  
 (enero-junio 2019): 12. 
9 Ibid, 13. 
10 Sotomayor tested BigY-500, González de la Cruz tested BigY-700, Colón de Santiago tested at 37 markers, and Colón de Santiago 

tested at 67 markers. Another Sotomayor tested Big Y-700, three other Sotomayor tested at 111 markers, three have paper trail that 

connect them to the Sotomayor in this study at Juan de Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo (c.1730-aft.1821) with a genetic distance of 1, 

the other connects in 1818 with a GD also of 1. 
11 For the SAPP tool see http://www.jdvsite.com/, retrieved September 22, 2022. The DF41 haplogroup group is a research project 

from Family Tree DNA and can be visited at  https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/r-df-41/about/background.   
12 Comment on the group R-DF41/R-CTS2501 in FTDNA on 19 June 2021, 

 https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/r-df-41/activity-feed. 
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strongly suggests that the latter years of the error range can be ruled out due to our documented evidence, which 

narrows further the dates of the common ancestor and actually shows the genealogical trail. 

 
Image 5. Analysis of the Sotomayor, González de la Cruz, Colón de Santiago, and Colón Y-DNA samples (8) using the “Scientific 

Details” section of the Discover tool from Family Tree DNA.  

 

 
Image 6. Analysis of the Sotomayor, González de la Cruz, Colón de Santiago, and Colón Y-DNA samples (4) using the SAPP tool. 

 

 

It could be argued that the surname difference between the Sotomayor and Gonzalez de la Cruz was due 

to an illegitimate union, i.e. bastardy. Given the agnatic Y-DNA match, the bastardy would have come through 

a different mother, either a Sotomayor or González de la Cruz. However, given the profile of the men and the 

families in question, this scenario is hardly possible and goes contrary to the documentation found. These men 

were all military officials, and bastard men would not have the nobility (hidalguía) necessary to be eligible for 

these high-ranking military posts, as legally stipulated in a stratified monarchical regime such as the Spanish-

American regimes of the early eighteenth century.13 Additionally, and as will be discussed later, an 

ecclesiastical dispensation from 1822 involving these two families does not mention the bastardy in any of the 

 
13 Manuel Pardo de Vera. "La filiación y la nobleza. Pleitos de Hidalguía.” Presentation given at the IV Coloquio Internacional 

Nobleza, Real Asociación de Hidalgos de España, Madrid, April 22, 2022, https://youtu.be/OYcuPQdU7lA, retrieved on September 

22, 2022.  
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two lines that connect as it would have been obliged to do. Therefore, in that legitimate marriage between the 

Sotomayor and González de la Cruz families the ancestor in common was the same set of parents. 

If the town of San Sebastián was established in 1752, then Cristóbal would have been 14 years old (born 

in 1738), which would be too young to be a founding Captain. Given that the declarations of age during those 

years were approximations, we suppose Cristóbal was born before 1738, at least 1732, which would place him 

about 20 years old at the time of the founding of the town. However, the other problem is his position as Mayor 

in as late as 1805. That is, he would have been in command of the town on various occasions from 1752 to 

1805, spanning 53 years. Although holding the same position in the same town for 53 years (even 

intermittently) is plausible, it seems to us that the founder of San Sebastián was his father of the same name, 

Cristóbal González de la Cruz I.  

Cristóbal II’s father was the other “Cristóbal González de la Cruz” who lived in a similar time period in 

Aguada/Moca, and he would be the true founder of San Sebastián.  Tracing two men with the same name and 

political/military positions has created confusion among genealogists. Cristóbal González de la Cruz I and 

Manuela Menéndez were the parents of Francisco González de la Cruz according to his marriage to Ana Pérez 

Gerena, daughter of Juan Pérez de Gerena and Catalina Velázquez, from Moca, July 26, 1776.14 They also 

appear as parents of Lorenza González de la Cruz Menéndez in her death record in Camuy on May 11, 1835 

(born 1755).15 Francisco appears as a native of Aguada and his father, Cristóbal I, was a teniente a guerra 

reformado (Reformed Lieutenant at War). It is not indicated to which town Cristóbal I served as Reformed 

Lieutenant at War, but since the groom was from Aguada, it can be assumed that he was from that town as well 

(Aguada is adjacent to Moca, see image 1). Francisco’s sister, Lorenza, was born in San Sebastián circa 1755, 

confirming that Cristóbal I in fact had a residence in San Sebastián at the time of its foundation. Given the date 

of Francisco’s marriage, if we assume that generations span from 25 to 30 years (this is very variable16), 

Francisco must have been born in 1745/50, and his father Cristóbal I in or before 1720/25.  It seems to us that 

Cristóbal I was, in effect, the founder of San Sebastián, since the age fits much better. The source we have 

regarding the founding of San Sebastián is a report on the political and economic situation of San Sebastián 

written by Governor Miguel de la Torre on May 24, 1824.17 We believe that the “Cristóbal González de la 

Cruz” that is mentioned in Governor de la Torre’s report refers to Cristóbal II’s father, who after founding San 

Sebastián returned to his hometown of Aguada and served there again as a Lieutenant at War. 

We believe that there is enough contextual data to conclude that both Cristóbal were father and son, in 

addition to the genealogy that will be discussed later. The first obvious aspect is the first name, Cristóbal, but 

we know that proper names were common. However, when we add the ranks, the father being Captain and 

 
14 Moca, Marriages, Book 1, according to a transcription in Andrés Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores en los procesos de fundación de 

pueblos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada durante el siglo XVIII.” Hereditas, Vol. 5, No. 1 (2004): 13. This marriage had a 

dispensation of 4th degree of consanguinity.  
15 She was 80 years old at the time of death (which indicates a birth date of 1755). Camuy, Deaths, Book 2, Folio 33v. Thanks to Dr. 

Hilda Blanch Miranda for sharing this information.  
16 David Stark indicates that in Arecibo between 1708 and 1791 the average age of men varones at the moment of marriage was 24.9 

months. In other words, some married before or after the age of 25. David M. Stark. “Crossing the Threshold from Adolescence to 

Adulthood in Eighteenth-Century Puerto Rico: The Baptismal Sponsorship of Enslaved Infants in Arecibo, 1735-1772.” Hispanic 

American Historical Review, Vol.100, No.4 (2020): 638. 
17 Archivo General de Puerto Rico. Fondo: Gobernadores Españoles, Serie: Asuntos Políticos y Civiles (Visitas) Caja No. 190. 

Governor Miguel de la Torre visit to Pepino, 24 May 1824; see Walter A. Cardona Bonet. San Sebastián: Notas para su historia. San 

Juan, Puerto Rico, 1985, 19, n10p29. 
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Lieutenant at War and the son Lieutenant at War, we see the tradition of inheriting military ranks, characteristic 

of Spanish American stratified societies,18 and certainly in Puerto Rico in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries.19 Both Cristóbal are mentioned in the documentation as natives of Aguada, but with ties to Moca and 

San Sebastián (both successively adjacent to Aguada to the east). Thus, the elder, making use of his social 

stature, was rewarded with the foundation of San Sebastián, paving the way for his son to become a Lieutenant 

at War decades later, thus reproducing the family’s prestige and leadership. The dates also reveal their 

relationship, the youngest born around 1738, a date close to that of Francisco. Cristóbal II was then the eldest of 

the “González de la Cruz Menéndez” children, and his father, therefore, would have been born around 1715. 

Lastly, the three men in question, Cristóbal I and II and Francisco, were from Aguada, placing them in the same 

town, with the same ranks/office duties, onomastic chain, compound surname, and generational dates. 

 

Genealogical connection of the González de la Cruz and the Sotomayor 

 We have found documentary evidence that when read with our genetic data show that these Sotomayors 

and González de la Cruz were close agnatic relatives in the early eighteenth century. If we assume that Cristóbal 

González de la Cruz I was the brother of Juan de Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo, then he was another son of 

Juan de Soto Hernández and Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo. This difference in surnames would seem strange, but 

we must not forget that in Spanish societies well into the eighteenth century there was still the practice of using 

different surnames for different children or the alternation of surnames in different documents.20  

 There are several dispensations in the first book of marriages of San Sebastián and Moca parishes that 

reveal the genealogical connections of these González de la Cruz and Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo families, 

all officials of Aguada’s militia. The fact that they were militia officers makes it clear that they were not just 

any González, Acevedo, and/or Soto in those towns, but rather a limited set of families carrying out strategic 

marriages. The dispensations involve the González, Lorenzo de Acevedo, and Soto Hernández families, and 

indicate that the González de la Cruz recently descended from the Lorenzo de Acevedos through the 

Soto/Sotomayors. In the first dispensation, the change of surname between Sotomayor and González de la Cruz 

is evident and confirmatory. In the others, according to the genealogy traced in each case, the kinship of 3rd, 

3rd with 4th or 4th degree of consanguinity is explained, despite some gaps. At this juncture, it is important to 

introduce another seventeenth century Aguada family that has not been adequately studied, but that is vital to 

our study, the Soto de las Cuevas militia officers. 

  The Soto de las Cuevas’s military ranks and municipal positions in Aguada—Sergeants Majors, 

Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants, Corporals, alcaldes de la Santa Hermandad—indicate that they were from the 

principal families of the region (just like the Sotomayor and González de la Cruz in this study), but genealogists 

 
18 For regidores and veinticuatrías in Córdoba see Margarita Cabrera Sánchez. “Los regidores de Córdoba en 1480. Aproximación 

prosopográfica.” Meridies, Vol. III (1996): 65-66; Andújar Castillo, “El fuero militar en el siglo XVIII,” 16; see also Francisco M. 

Burgos Esteban. “Las bases sociales del poder de la élite del estamento hidalgo. El linaje hidalgo de los Barrón (Logroño. Siglos XVI 

y XVII). Brocar: Cuadernos de Investigación Histórica, No. 15 (1989): 91-94. 
19 Ángel López Cantos. Los puertorriqueños: Mentalidad y actitudes. Siglo XVIII. San Juan, Puerto Rico: Ediciones Puerto, 2001, 

122. 
20 George R. Ryskamp. “The Intergenerational Transmission of Surnames in Spain, 1500-1900.” La Vie Genealogique, 28 (Acts of the 

24 International Congress on Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, Besançon, France, May 5-7, 2000). 317-330. 
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have not been able to identify, until now, their ancestry or descendants. The only descendants identified from 

any of these Soto de las Cuevas was found by Méndez Muñoz in the General Military Archive of Segovia 

through the marriage record of Naples Infantry Second Lieutenant Miguel Palatino who requested authorization 

to marry María Casimira Morales del Río in 1774. Since 1701, and re-established in 1760, the marriages of 

Spanish military officers had to be approved by the authorities, given that “unequal” classes were not allowed to 

marry. The idea was the preservation of nobility of the contracting family.21 María Casimira Morales del Río 

was the daughter of the Reformed alférez (Ensign) Eusebio Morales del Río and María de la Rosa Velasco. 

Eusebio was the son of the Sergeant Major of Añasco, Cristóbal Morales del Río and Juana Francisca de la 

Cruz, who was in turn the daughter of the Reformed Sergeant Major and Lieutenant at War Manuel de Soto de 

las Cuevas and Andrea de la Cruz.22 It is this marriage between Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas and Andrea de la 

Cruz that we will now move to.  

 We first note the surnames, Soto and Cruz, with the daughter inheriting the mother's surname. Manuel 

de Soto de las Cuevas was born in 1645 according to his own declaration in 1678 when he was an Ensign.23 We 

do not know Andrea de la Cruz’s age, but Manuel was Sergeant Major in 1699 and 1700, and held the 

municipal position of Reformed Lieutenant at War in 1707, which should have been Lieutenant Captain at 

War.24 This position, Lieutenant Captain at War, had considerable military and civil authority in the towns and 

coastlines that it supervised; “reformed”25 means that he was already retired. Another member of this family 

was called Juan de Soto de las Cuevas (born in 1681 and captain in 1721), and it is this man who must have 

been the son of Manuel and Andrea, and, according to our investigation, he is the same Juan de Soto Hernández 

husband of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo.  

Given that the Sotomayor-Hernández-Lorenzo de Acevedo and the González de la Cruz family shared a 

common agnatic ancestor probably in the seventeenth century, the Soto de las Cuevas-de la Cruz marriage 

would imply that Juan de Soto de las Cuevas, born in 1681, that is, a generation after Manuel, was in other 

words Soto de las Cuevas-Hernández de la Cruz. We already know that the surname "Hernández de la Cruz" 

existed in Aguada in those years. One of the militiamen in the Aguada muster roll was Andrés Hernández de la 

Cruz (born around 1644), one of the few militiamen with the surname Hernández in Aguada in 1700. And it is 

known that other marriages at the end of the eighteenth century in Moca, Aguadilla, and Isabela commonly 

included, families from the Aguada militia of the 1700s (e.g., Soto, Lorenzo de Acevedo, López de Segura, 

Luciano de Fuentes, Ximénez, Hernández del Río/de la Cruz, Román, etc.), showing clear endogamic patterns. 

One of Andrés’s probable sons was Manuel Hernández del Río (1669), who also appears in the militia muster 

rolls as Manuel Hernández.26 Another probable son was Andrés Hernández de la Cruz, born in 1661, who 

 
21 Enrique de Ocerín. Índice de los expedientes matrimoniales de militares y marinos que se conservan en el Archivo General Militar 

(1761-1865). Tomo VII. Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, Instituto Jerónimo Zurita, 1959, LVII-LIX. 
22 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Carta Abierta. Eusebio Morales del Río y María de la Rosa-Velazco: Naturales del Partido de la 

Aguada.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 3, No. 2 (2002): 9-10. 
23 Ibíd, 10. 
24 Luis A. Caldera Ortiz. “La orden administrativa de los pueblos en Puerto Rico: Siglos XVI y XVII.” Hereditas: Revista de 

Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2019): 102. Manuel de Soto de las Cuebas appears as “teniente y capitán a guerra” 

(Lieutenant Captain at War) in Aguada in 1704. AGI, Escribanía de Cámara, Legajo 128A, f.673.  
25 Ibid, 108.  
26 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Resistencia a curatos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía 

Puertorriqueña, Vol. 6, No. 1 (2005): 82. 
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appears as alcalde de la Santa Hermandad in San German in 1692.27 Therefore, given the context of this study, 

Andrea de la Cruz was the sister of Andrés the elder, that is, Andrea Hernández de la Cruz. In this way, and 

given the irregularity of surnames, the descendants of Manuel and Andrea could have inherited at least the 

surnames Soto, Cuevas, Hernández and/or Cruz.  

There are other prosopography data that allow us to identify Juan de Soto Hernández as Juan de Soto de 

las Cuevas. First, Juan de Soto Hernández was a native of Aguada and died in Moca on March 6, 1791 at the 

age of 112.28 If we take this age literally, Juan de Soto Hernández was born in 1679. Juan de Soto de las Cuevas 

reported in 1709 being 28 years old “more or less”, that is, born in 1681.29 The dates of birth are extremely 

close. While living to 112 years is uncommon, there are enough documented cases of people having lived a 

century or more in Puerto Rico. A contemporary example is Benjamín Sotomayor from Aguadilla who turned 

100 in 2016 and still drove his car and led an active life.30 A lady in Puerto Rico at the age of 98 in 2017 was 

still trimming trees in her yard, while Carmen Burgos from Orocovis, at the age of 110, eagerly awaited 

Christmas.31 In Cuba in 2017 there lived around 2,000 people over 100 years old, and three people between the 

ages of 113 and 115.32 Recently, Emilio Flores Marquez, from Carolina, Puerto Rico was certified as the oldest 

man in the world on June 30th, 2021, a few weeks before his 113th birthday.33 We must take the age indicated 

earlier in Juan’s life as more accurate, that is, born around 1681 or soon after. 

Second is the connection between the border towns of Aguada and Moca. As indicated before, Juan de 

Soto Hernández was a native of Aguada, but died in Moca. Captain Juan de Soto de las Cuevas was born in 

Aguada and declared in 1707 to be the owner of one part of a large possession of cattle and another of sows in 

Moca.34 As an owner of cattle in Moca, it is not a stretch to think that Juan de Soto de las Cuevas had properties 

and residence in said town and died there. Third, we can clearly see a connection to the “military castes”35 of 

Aguada, given that Juan de Soto de las Cuevas was a Captain and alcalde de la Santa Hermandad (son of a 

Sergeant Major and Captain),36 the González de la Cruz were Lieutenants at War and Captains, the Sotomayor 

with militia ranks like Sergeants, etc., all engaging in endogamic “quality” marriages.37 Looking at the available 

 
27 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada en los juicios de residencia para finales del siglo 

XVII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 7, No. 2 (2006): 68. 
28 Rafael Reichard. Libreta Sotomayor No. 1, unpublished notebook, Haydee Reichard de Cancio Collection. 
29 Méndez Muñoz, “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII,” 64. 
30 Lester Jiménez. “Aguadillano celebrará su centésima Nochebuena.” Primera Hora, 17 December 2016. 

http://www.primerahora.com/noticias/puerto-rico/nota/aguadillanocelebrarasucentesimanochebuena-1194863/  
31 Shared link by Kelley Robles, “Señora de 110 años muestra que sigue con espíritu navideño y espera recibir el 2018.” Noticias24/7 

from 29 December 2017. Retrieved 31 December 2017. 
32 Agencia EFE. “Cuba tiene más de dos mil habitantes que superan los cien años.” Cibercuba Noticias, 31 May 2017. 

https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2017-05-31-u141144-e129488-cuba-tiene-2153-habitantes-superan-cien-anos-segun-datos  
33 David Williams. “A 112-year-old in Puerto Rico sets Guinness World Record as oldest living man.” CNN, 4 July 2021, retrieved 27 

July 2021, http://lite.cnn.com/en/article/h_221853538273b43705ea615053ef1b2e.  
34 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII.” Hereditas: 

Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2003): 64. 
35 I use the term “military castes” (castas militares) as coined by Francisco Andújar Castillo when he referred to the military officials 

with fuero in Spain and the way they kept this privilege among the same class of military nobles. Francisco Andújar Castillo. “El fuero 

militar en el siglo XVIII. Un estatuto de privilegio.” Chronica Nova, Vol. 23 (1996): 17. 
36 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada en los juicios de residencia para principios del 

siglo XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2007): 9. 
37 Antonio Sotomayor. “Dispensa, endogamia y milicia: Reconstrucciones genealoógicas de algunas familias de Aguada, Puerto Rico, 

siglos XVII y XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 22, No. 1 (2021): 91-119. 
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muster rolls from 1817,38 all the white Soto/Sotomayor Sergeants and Corporals in Puerto Rico (except one 

Soto Captain in Hato Grande/San Lorenzo) were all from companies in Moca, Aguada, Aguadilla and Añasco, 

including a son of Juan de Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo, Alberto (Sergeant in Moca in 1817). Therefore, 

Captain Cristóbal González de la Cruz was the son of a Captain, grandson of a Captain and Sergeant Major and, 

as we shall see later, a descendant of a lineage full of men of such military rank. Let us remember that these 

military ranks were inherited, or at least that was the expectation in a stratified society such Puerto Rico in the 

eighteenth century. In other words, sons of military officers were expected to be military officers. 

Endogamous marriages between the military castes of Aguada and surrounding towns are reflected in 

the numerous dispensations in the marriage books of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries that have 

survived. Unfortunately, we do not have the ecclesiastical records where the relationships were explained, but 

the mention of the dispensation itself can be very helpful in the reconstruction of genealogies, particularly when 

we observe marriage patterns among the same families in this study: González, Acevedo, Soto, and Cruz. 

Indeed, we have been able to use the mentions of various dispensations in the first book of marriages of Moca 

as evidence of the kinships outlined above. Through mentions of marriage dispensations, we can corroborate the 

genetic evidence between Juan de Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo and Cristóbal González de la Cruz, whose 

father, according to the Y-DNA results, was born in the seventeenth century. These consanguinity dispensations 

fit with the genetic and genealogical data where Juan de Soto de las Cuevas Hernández was the husband of 

Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo, and the son of Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas and Andrea de la Cruz.  

We have been able to identify the source of the surname González of this family. There were several 

“González de Acevedo” militiamen in Aguada in 1700 and 1709, who also show up in the documents on the 

founding of the town of Añasco in 1727. One of these “González de Acevedo” was, without a doubt, the father 

of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo, since it is the explanation of the close agnatic genetic conjuncture between the 

Sotomayor Lorenzo de Acevedo family on the one hand and the González de la Cruz family on the other at the 

beginning of the eighteenth century in the same town. These militiamen were Silvestre González de Acevedo 

(1669),39 Lorenzo González de Acevedo (1669),40 Corporal Juan González de Acevedo (1673),41 Martín 

González de Acevedo (1681),42 Julián González de Acevedo43 and Sergeant Francisco González de Acevedo,44 

all born between the 1660s and 1680s. It is probable that all these militiamen were sons of Juan Lorenzo de 

Acevedo born around 1649.45 Corporal Juan González de Acevedo played a leading role in the foundation of 

Añasco by being one of the five guarantors who mortgaged part of his properties to support the foundation 

 
38 Urban Militias List, Fondo de Gobernadores Españoles, Archivo General de Puerto Rico compiled and published by Andrés 

Méndez Muñoz and Fabián Méndez Rodríguez. 
39 “Silvestre de Acevedo” in Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo 

XVIII,” 57, and “Silvestre González” in Fabián Méndez Rodríguez. Raíces puertorriqueñas, 276. 
40 Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII,” 60 
41 Méndez Rodríguez, Raíces puertorriqueñas, 209, 226. 
42 “Martín de Acevedo” in Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII,” 

58, and “Martín González de Acevedo” in Fabián Méndez Rodríguez. Raíces puertorriqueñas, 209. 
43 Méndez Rodríguez, Raíces puertorriqueñas, 209. 
44 Méndez Rodríguez, Raíces puertorriqueñas, 266. 
45 Méndez Muñoz, “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII,” 57. 
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process.46 Sergeant Francisco de Acevedo was another of the militiamen from Aguada appointed to be part of 

the military officials of the new town of Añasco.47  

In the marriage dispensations that we will see below, we note a clear and sustained strategy of 

endogamous marriages between the Soto, Acevedo, and González families. The first of these marriage 

dispensations is of singular importance, because it shows without a doubt that these Sotomayor and González de 

la Cruz were agnatically related. In fact, in this dispensation, we can observe that there was another son of Juan 

de Soto de las Cuevas Hernández and Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo named Antonio. In the subsequent 

dispensations, although the records only indicate the parents of the groom and the bride, given the methodology 

used in this essay and what was found in the first dispensation, we have been able to reconstruct—albeit 

imperfectly—the common ancestor. We see that, on two different occasions, several brothers and/or cousins 

married on the same day, making it clear that these marriages were more than a family celebration, they were a 

concerted strategy to maintain close ties with each other. The fact that they were families of the military castes, 

and/or with the courtesy title of don or doña, allows us to see more than the social stature of the bride and 

groom—it was not just any male or female González or Acevedo or Soto—, they belonged to the same small 

social circle and, given the dispensations, the same family. 

 Dispensation # 1: April 18, 1822, San Sebastián, marriage between Manuel de Jesús de Soto Borrero 

and María Josefa Vélez del Rosario González de la Cruz, dispensed twice in 3rd degree of consanguinity.48 In 

this marriage and its dispensation, we see the kinship of brothers between Juan de Sotomayor and Antonio 

González de la Cruz, both sons of captain Juan de Soto de las Cuevas Hernández and Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo 

(identified with an oval on Image 7), given that we already knew the ancestors of the other branches.49 Antonio, 

like his brother Cristóbal González de la Cruz (founding captain of San Sebastián), inherited his surnames from 

his paternal grandmother and maternal grandfather. This is confirmed by the agnatic genetic result between the 

Sotomayor and González de la Cruz.  The other 3rd degree of consanguinity took place through the families 

“Vélez-Borrero” and “Vélez del Rosario.” It is said that the Vélez-Borrero and Vélez-del Rosario had the same 

genealogical origins at the beginning of the seventeenth century.50 We included another table (Image 8) which 

shows a better and more visible relationship in the 3rd degree of consanguinity. 

 

 
46 Méndez Rodríguez, Raíces puertorriqueñas, 260-261. Ciénaga is a sector in the town of Añasco. 
47 Ibíd., 266. 
48 San Sebastián Mártir Parish, Marriages, Book 1, folio 63. 
49 For Serafina de Lugo’s parents see Antonio de Sotomayor y Carlo, “Dispensa, endogamia y milicia: Historia social para la 

genealogía de algunas familias de Aguada, Puerto Rico. Siglos XVII y XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña Vol. 

22, No. 1 (2021): 102, 104-111; María Narcisa appears as a daughter of Tomás Vélez-Borrero and Manuel Micaela Ortiz de la Peña in 

Rafael Reichard Sapia, “Libreta Vélez Borrero,” folio 1 (this notebook, which dates From the early twentieth century, has been 

accepted as a legitimate source in a certification of Genealogy in the Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Genealogía, given that the sources 

cited in said notebook no longer exist. Moreover, we know that María Narcisa was a “Vélez-Borrero” given a dispensation from 1839 

in San Sebastián that involves this lady and a relative of the surname “Vélez-Borrero”); Francisco Vélez del Rosario shows up as a son 

of Antonio and Catalina in Isabela in his death record from October 13, 1847 in Camuy, Deaths, Book 3, folio 102, No. 657 and as a 

widow of María de la Concepción González de la Cruz in his second marriage with María Manuela Vélez del Rosario del Río From 

September 13, 1821); María Concepción González de la Cruz was a daughter of Antonio and Margarita according to the research of 

Francisco “Paco” Corretjer and Dr. David Stark (Margarita dies on December 19, 1839 in Camuy, Book 2, folio 151-151v, at the age 

of 85). 
50 Ricardo Vélez Acevedo. “Rodrigo Ortiz Vélez. Una revaluación genealógica.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, 

Vol. 20, No. 2 (2019): 115-134. 
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Image 7. Table of the Sotomayor Vélez del Rosario marriage dispensed twice in 3rd degree of consanguinity 
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Image 8. Simple Table of the Sotomayor Vélez del Rosario dispense twice in 3rd degree of consanguinity. 

  

The following dispensations serve as additional evidence of the relationship between the Sotomayor and 

González de la Cruz. We emphasize that we are aware that there are gaps in the names of certain generations, 

and future research should concentrate on filling in these gaps. But given both the genetic and documentary 

data, we are confident that the dispensations stem from the change of surname between Sotomayor and 

González de la Cruz. 

 Dispensation #2: December 29, 1781, Moca, marriage between Christobal [sic] de Soto Ximenez and 

Feliciana Ramos González,51 dispensed in 3rd degree of consanguinity and another for public honesty. In this 

dispensation we see the change of surname between Soto and González. Given the 3rd degree of consanguinity, 

the common relative were Juan de Soto de las Cuevas Hernández and Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo, root of the 

change in the agnate surname of Soto/Sotomayor and González de la Cruz (identified with a rectangle in the 

Image 9). We can observe again the marriage was among families of the same stature given that all four parents 

appear with the courtesy addresses of don and doña. 

 
51 Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores en los procesos de fundación de pueblos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada durante el siglo 

XVIII,” 16. 

https://www.jogg.info/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


 

 
https://www.jogg.info                                                  Page 19 of 33                                  © 2022.  This work is licensed under a 

CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license 
 

 

 
Image 9. Table of the Soto Ramos marriage dispense in the 3rd degree of consanguinity. 

 

 

Dispensation #3:  December 29, 1781, Moca, marriage between Joseph González and Polonia Ramos, 

dispensed in 3rd degree of consanguinity (identified with a rectangle in Image 10).52 Once again, we see the 

change of surname between Soto and González, and given that it was the same day as the previous marriage, we 

think that they were also Soto siblings (Cristóbal and Josefa) marrying the Ramos González sisters (Polonia and 

Feliciana). The groom’s father, Joseph González appears as Lieutenant Captain in Moca in 1791 for the 

marriage of his son Luis.53 The marriage of Lieutenant Captain Joseph González and Josefa de Soto was of the 

same class, at the same time marrying his son to another Captain's granddaughter. This Lieutenant Captain 

Joseph González was not the son of Cristóbal González de la Cruz because the other Joseph González was 

married to Marciana de la Chanza.54 

 
52 Ibíd., 16. 
53 Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parrish, Moca, Marriages, Book 2, folio 39, 26 November 1793, Luis González, legitimate son of 

Lieutenant Captain Joseph González and Josefa de Soto, married Juana María Rodríguez, legitimate daughter of Patricio Rodríguez 

and Juana Rodríguez. The couple was dispensed in a 4th degree of consanguinity. Thank you to Dr. Hilda Blanch Miranda for sharing 

this information. 
54 See as an example the following transcriptions by Luis Moreno, Moca, Marriages, Book 2, 10 September 1800, José González, 

legitimate son of José and Marciana de la Chanza, married María Juliana Barreto, legitimate daughter of Francisco and Juana 

Francisca Rivera, witnesses were Juan Barreto and Rosa de la Cruz; 27 july 1795, folio 57v, Domingo de Vargas-Román, legitimate 

son of Domingo and Antonia married María González de la Cruz-Chanza, legitimate daughter of D. José and Marciana, witnesses 

Manuel de Jesus Torres and María de Vargas. 
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 Image 10. Table of the González Ramos marriage dispensed in 3rd degree of consanguinity 

 

Dispensation #4:  May 29, 1780, Moca, marriage between Juan Cordero and María Acevedo, dispensed 

in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity.55 Although the mother of the bride is Díaz de la Cruz, and therefore the 

dispensation could come through the Cruz, we think that given the current established kinship (genetic and 

documented) between the Sotomayor and the González de la Cruz, the dispensation came through these 

families. Therefore, we can observe that the common ancestor was a “González de Acevedo” (identified with an 

oval in the Image number 11), showing the González de la Cruz lineage up to Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas 

and Andrea de la Cruz and son of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo. Again, the marriage took place among the military 

castes of Aguada.  

 
55 Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores en los procesos de fundación de pueblos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada durante el siglo 

XVIII,” 15. 
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Image 11. Table of the Cordero Acevedo marriage dispensed in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity. 

 

Dispensation #5:  May 29, 1780, Moca, marriage between Manuel Ramos and Luisa Acevedo, 

dispensed in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity.56 We can see that the common ancestor was a “González de 

Acevedo” (identified with an oval in Image 12) showing his González de la Cruz lineage up to Manuel de Soto 

de las Cuevas and Andrea de la Cruz and son of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo. The marriage took place on the 

same date as before, and between the same two families, González de la Cruz and Lorenzo de Acevedo. Again, 

the marriage took place between military families. 

 
56 Ibid, 15.  

https://www.jogg.info/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


 

 
https://www.jogg.info                                                  Page 22 of 33                                  © 2022.  This work is licensed under a 

CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license 
 

 

 
Image 12. Table of the Ramos Acevedo marriage dispensed in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity. 

 

Dispensation #6:  December 29, 1792, Moca, marriage between José Lorenzo de Acevedo and Josefa 

González, dispensed in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity and 4th degree of consanguinity.57  We can see that 

the common ancestor was a “González de Acevedo” (identified with an oval in Image 13).  We can also observe 

that this marriage has all families under study: Acevedo, González, Cruz, and Soto. It is possible that the 

dispensation of 4th degree of consanguinity came from the mother of the bride, Ana de Soto, as possible 

granddaughter of Manuel de Soto de las Cueva, but without other data on her, it is difficult to propose kinship 

with two unidentified generations in between. We think that Gabriel Lorenzo de Acevedo and Margarita Díaz 

were siblings of Juan Lorenzo de Acevedo and Martina Diaz, respectively (like the dispensation above), 

brothers marrying sisters, a common practice at that time.  

 
57 Nuestra Señora de la Monserrate Parish, Marriages, Book 2, folio 34v. Thank you to Dr. Hilda Blanch Miranda for sharing this 

information. 
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Image 13. Table of the Acevedo González marriage dispensed in 3rd with 4th and 4th degrees of consanguinity. 

 

Dispensation #7:  August 28, 1780, Moca, marriage between Eusebio Ximénez and María Monserrate 

González dispensed in 3rd with 4th degree of consanguinity.58 We can see once more that the common ancestor 

was a “González de Acevedo” (identified with an oval in Image 14), showing a González de la Cruz as the 

grandchild of Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas and Andrea de la Cruz and son of Rosa Lorenzo de Acevedo. We 

can observe once again that the marriage took place among military families. The importance of this 

dispensation is that it clears doubt of the common kinship in the two previous matches through Martina Díaz de 

la Cruz because the families involved continue to be Lorenzo de Acevedo and González de la Cruz. 

 
58 Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores en los procesos de fundación de pueblos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada durante el siglo 

XVIII,” 15. 
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Image 14. Table of the Ximénez González marriage dispensed in 3rd with 4th and 4th degrees of consanguinity. 

 

We must remember that these dispensations are not intended to uncover the names of ancestors 

“González de Acevedo”, it is clear that there are gaps in relation to the Acevedo, Soto, and González ancestors. 

The purpose of the dispensations is to show a clear pattern of endogamic marriages between the Soto, González, 

and Acevedo families, which aligns with dispensation #1 where we see the change in the surname de Sotomayor 

to González de la Cruz. In the seven cases found and discussed above we can in effect put first names and 

surnames to the central axis linking both the irrefutable biological connection and the maternal surnames 

adopted in the agnatic branches. In this way, we have been able to thread isolated data in such a way that 

genetics and genealogy confirm each other. 

 

Soto de las Cuevas and Lugo Sotomayor 

Another finding contributes to what we have discussed up to now, particularly that Juan de Soto de las 

Cuevas Hernández from Aguada was a descendent of the Lugo Sotomayor family from San Juan, confirming in 

turn the findings from 2019. As stated above, in the 2019 article the militiamen Soto de las Cuevas had been 

ruled out as the ancestors of Juan de Soto Hernández because there was not the slightest suggestion that they 
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descended from the Lugo Sotomayors. In that study, the coincidence between a descendant of a Colón de 

Santiago family from Moca was traced back along the agnatic line to Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa. The 

change of the surname from Lugo Figueroa to Colón family occurred with the marriage between Captain 

Andrés de Lugo Figueroa (son of Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa, who was born at the end of the 

sixteenth century) and Clemencia Ramos Colón in the seventeenth century (see image 3). For the present study, 

new evidence links the Soto de las Cuevas officers from Aguada with the Lugo Sotomayor/Figueroa officers of 

the sixteenth/seventeenth centuries. 

In 1691, Isidro de la Cruz de Soto (born in 165259), a resident and militia ayudante (Adjutant) in 

Aguada, declared himself cousin of the Captain brothers Francisco de Soto (de las Cuevas) and Manuel de Soto 

(de las Cuevas), and uncle of Francisco Muñiz (del Salto), all residents of Aguada.60 Isidro was a vecino61 from 

the neighboring village of San German in 1675.62 Francisco Muñiz del Salto (born in 167463) appears as 

Sergeant Major in Aguada in 1724 and 1730.64 We were able to identify the parents of Sergeant Major 

Francisco Muñiz del Salto, don Francisco Muñiz and Leonor de Figueroa who married in San Juan on April 11, 

1672.65 He was from Ayamonte and legitimate son of don Rodrigo Muniz Correa and doña Ysabel de Mendoza, 

and she was the legitimate daughter of Diego de Agarin (soldier of El Morro fortress in San Juan) and Ana 

Camila. Although the surname of Ana Camila is not mentioned, we can infer that she would have inherited the 

maternal surname, Figueroa, given the surname of her daughter Leonor and the common practice at the time. 

The date of the marriage is in accordance with the date of birth of Sergeant Major Francisco, 1674. 

Fortunately, we have valuable information of the last name “Muñiz del Santo” that reinforces the 

relationship set out in the previous paragraph. In 1607, Bartolome del Salto, from Ayamonte, proved 

his limpieza de sangre (purity of blood or whiteness), being legitimate son of Captain Pedro del Salto, from 

Ayamonte, and Ysabel Gutierrez Pacheco, also from Ayamonte. His paternal grandparents were Bartholome 

[sic] del Salto, from Ayamonte, and Catalina Muñiz, and his maternal grandparents were Enrique Fernández, 

from Germany, and María López Pacheco, from Ayamonte. His ancestors were all noble military men.66 These 

Muñiz, del Salto also appear as “Muñoz del Salto” in Spain67 and Puerto Rico.68 The onomastic pattern 

 
59 Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII.” Hereditas: 

Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2003): 59. 
60 Luis Rafael Burset Flores. “El Portal de Archivos Españoles (PARES) como fuente de datos genealógicos para Puerto Rico.” 

Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 11, No. 2 (2010): 14. 
61 Resident that owns house in that town and enjoys a respected stature. 
62 AGI, Escribanía de Cámara, legajo 135C, Comisiones. 
63 According to his own declaration before Juan López de Segura in 1709 when he was a sergeant. Andrés R. Méndez Muñoz. 

“Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía 

Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 1(2003): 61. 
64 Andrés Méndez Muñoz. "Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada en los juicios de residencia para principios del siglo 

XVIII." Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2007): 12. 
65 Nuestra Señora de los Remedios Parish, Marriages, Book 1, folio 119, No. 247. Witnesses Esteban de Pila, alférez Juan de Juara 

and Miguel de Ochoa. 
66 Adolfo de Salazar Mir. Los expedientes de limpieza de sangre de la Catedral de Sevilla (Genealogías). Tomo I (Expedientes 1 al 

541). Madrid: Hidalguía, 1995, 71-72. 
67 Lutgardo García Fuentes. Los peruleros y el comercio de Sevilla con las Indias, 1580-1630. Sevilla: Universidad de Sevilla, 1997, 

51, note 87, and in Ángel Aterido Fernández, editor. Corpus Alonso Cano: Documentos y textos. Madrid: Ministerio de Educación y 

Cultura y Deporte, Dirección General de Bellas Artes y Bienes Culturales; 2002, 209. 
68 “Pedro Muñoz del Salto”, vecino from Arecibo he contributed a tocino for the ships of His Majesty in 1691. Andrés Méndez 

Muñoz. “Listas de vecinos y milicias para estudio sobre historia local en los siglos XVII y XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía 

Puertorriqueña, Vol. 6, No. 2 (2005): 53. 
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“Francisco” is present and the noble position with the treatment of “doña” fits the rank of Sergeant Major of 

Francisco Muñiz del Salto. 

 The connection of the Muñiz del Salto with the Soto de las Cuevas is simple.  Francisco Muñiz del Salto 

was the legitimate son of Leonor de Figueroa and grandson of Ana Camila de Figueroa. This means that Isidro 

de la Cruz Soto was the brother of Leonor de Figueroa because he declares himself the uncle of Francisco 

Muñiz del Salto. As we know, the Lugo Figueroa were cousins to the Lugo Sotomayor all descendants of 

captain Pedro Mexía [de Figueroa] de Lugo and Isabel de Sotomayor. Therefore, the surname of Ana Camila 

should have been “Figueroa Soto” and her son Isidro de la Cruz de Soto Figueroa. If we date the birth of Ana 

Camila to no later than 1632, she could be another daughter of Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa and his 

wife Leonor Ruiz Garcia de Vargas, following a clear onomastic pattern. That said, we are certain that the 

militia officers in Aguada with the surname “Soto de las Cuevas” were “Lugo Sotomayor de las Cuevas,” 

because they were cousins of Isidro de la Cruz Soto Figueroa. This kinship is even more evident when we 

consider that the agnatic descendants Juan de Soto de las Cuevas Hernández are agnatic cousins of the 

descendants of Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa through the Colón de Santiago, per the 2019 findings. Moreover, 

all these male cousins, in fact, all the men involved in this analysis—Soto/Sotomayor, Muñiz del Salto, Cruz y 

Colón de Santiago69 of Moca—were militia officers in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, 

clearly exemplifying how military ranks and honorary positions were passed through the centuries, aided by the 

strategic marriages with other families (already related) of the insular military officers.  

Indeed, their military ranks and social stature came from a longer line, as Pedro Mexía de Lugo was an 

agnatic descendent of the conquistadors of the Canary Islands in the fifteenth century, in turn agnatic 

descendants of the powerful and historic Pereira lineage from Portugal, and earlier agnatic descendants of the 

powerful Froilaz/Trava family from Galicia in the eleventh century.70 Returning to genetics, in regards to SNPs, 

all the men involved in this study belong to the DF41 haplogroup (with a final haplogroup of R-BY33880). 

Another tester, a Mexican of Spanish agnatic ancestry, is also a member of the DF41 haplogroup and is an 

agnatic descendant of the same Froilaz/Trava family in the eleventh century, confirming this deep genealogy 

with SNPs. This haplogroup is overwhelmingly composed of men whose ancestry belong to Celtic nations or 

territories with strong Celtic identities including Ireland, Scotland, Isle of Man, Wales, Cornwall/Devon, 

Cumbria, and Galicia. A deeper ancestry of the Froilaz/Trava family still places them in Galicia in the ninth 

century,71 possible descendants of Celts escaping Anglo-Saxon invasions in Britain in the fifth and sixth 

centuries. 

Having already established that Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas was the grandson of Juan de Lugo 

Sotomayor I, we need to identify the generation between these two men. Several pieces of information probably 

reveal this man’s identity. Captain Juan de Lugo Sotomayor I, well known hidalgo nobleman72 and protagonist 

 
69 The documented ancestor in the genetic genealogy analysis from 2019, Antonio Colón de Santiago, was a Corporal in Moca’s 

militias in 1817.  
70 Sotomayor. “Genetic genealogy for the study of Puerto Rican, Spanish, and Portuguese family history,” 13-14. 
71 Ibid, see Figure 8, page 15. 
72 Declaration of services of Captain Diego Menéndez de Valdés from 1659 when it is said that Juan de Lugo Sotomayor, grandson of 

Hernán Pérez, and his wife Doña Luisa de Velázquez were “hijosdalgo nobles and commonly reputed as such in this city.” AGI, 

Indiferente General de Indias 118, No. 118.  
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in the defense of San Juan during the Dutch invasion of 1625,73 had at least two sons, his namesake Captain 

Juan de Lugo Sotomayor II and Captain Francisco de Lugo Sotomayor. Juan II and Francisco married in San 

Juan in 1665 and 1668 respectively.74 Given that Manuel was born in 1645, he could not be the son of the 

marriage of Juan II of 1665 or of Francisco of 1668. The marriage certificates do not indicate that Juan II and 

Francisco were widowers (of any woman with the surname Cuevas), but that marital status was often omitted in 

the first book of marriages from San Juan. 

 However, in 2004 Andrés Méndez Muñoz published the information about the separation of the town of 

Añasco from Aguada during the years 1726 and 1729. Méndez Muñoz found in the documentation of that 

process of 1728 a man by the name of Juan Thomas Franqui de las Cuevas, one of 23 individuals who 

supported the foundation of Añasco under the command of Sergeant Major Joseph de Santiago.75 Until now, all 

the Cuevas that have been found in Aguada in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries have been exclusively 

tied to the Sotos, therefore his ties to the Franqui (rare surname in Aguada, which appears more often in San 

Juan as Fránquez) called our attention. What is revealing is that in San Juan we find a Juan de Lugo Sotomayor 

in 1643 together with a doña Ana Franques (sic),76 as godparents in a baptism record. We think this couple is 

the root of the Soto de las Cuevas officers of Aguada. In fact, in the list of militiamen in Aguada of June 19, 

1699 prepared by Lieutenant Captain at War Sebastián González de Mirabal,77 we find in the company of 

Francisco de Soto (de las Cuevas) two “Juan de Soto de las Cuevas,” in the same way that there are two Nicolás 

de Soto de las Cuevas (one alférez born in 1665 and the other Sergeant born in 1676) and another Francisco de 

Soto de las Cuevas (different from the Captain). We think that the brothers Manuel and Francisco gave their 

sons the same names, inheriting their fathers' officer positions in Aguada. Therefore, this second Juan de Soto 

de las Cuevas was the same Juan Thomas Franqui de las Cuevas of 1728, in other words, “Juan Thomas Franqui 

de Soto de las Cuevas.”  

We do not make this assertion lightly, but the fact that the Soto de las Cuevas from Aguada descended 

from the Lugo Sotomayor and that in Aguada we have a “Francisco de Soto de las Cuevas” during the same 

years, makes us deduce that it was the same family. In other words, and taking into consideration what has been 

discussed up to now in this essay, descendants of the marriage between this Juan de Lugo Sotomayor II and Ana 

Franques in 1643 could have used the last name Lugo, Soto/Sotomayor, Cuevas and Franques/is at the end of 

the seventeenth century and at the beginning of the eighteenth century, and that is exactly what we see in the 

documentation in Aguada. Therefore, Ana Franques had a Cuevas ancestor.78  

 
73 Andrés Méndez Muñoz. “Participación de los pobladores de la Villa de San Germán en la defensa de la isla durante la primera 

mitad del siglo XVII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 8, No. 2 (2007): 34. 
74 Don Juan married Doña Ana de Avendaño on 16 November 1665 in San Juan’s Cathedral, she was a daughter of Don Andrés 

Montañez Mercal and Doña Bárbara de Villela, Nuestra Señora de los Remedios Parrish, Marriages, Book 1, folio 90; Don Francisco 

married Doña Gerónima Muxica Negrete also at San Juan’s Cathedral on 18 July 1668, daughter of Captain Cristóbal Muxica and 

Doña Gerónima Negrete, Nuestra Señora de los Remedios Parish, Marriages, Book 1, folio 101. 
75 As transcribed in Méndez Muñoz, “Pobladores del Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada para comienzos del siglo XVIII,” 66-67. 
76 14 April 1644, Ana, legitimate daughter of D. Juan Gaitán y Da. Luisa de Lugo, witnesses Juan de Lugo Sotomayor and Da. Ana 

Franques, signes Cristóbal Bautista López, folio 42v-43, as transcribed and publihsed by Lorraine de Castro, “Bautismos de la 

Catedral de San Juan: Siglo XVII,” Boletín de la Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Genealogía, Vol. 3, No. 3 (1991): 63. 
77 Andrés Méndez Muñoz, “Pobladores en los procesos de fundación de pueblos en el Partido de San Francisco de la Aguada durante 

el siglo XVIII.” Hereditas: Revista de Genealogía Puertorriqueña, Vol. 5, No. 1 (2004): 7. 
78 We should remember that the Franques(is) from Puerto Rico arrived in the sixteenth century and, according to the research by Dr. 

Elsa Gelpí Baiz, they were powerful merchants from Seville. These Franquez from Puerto Rico descend from the marriage between 

Diego Fránquez (1525-1582) and Juana Velázquez (¿?-1580) and their descendants used the surnames Franques, Franquis or 
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 In 1643 Juan de Lugo Sotomayor II and Ana Franques were probably engaged and participating in the 

practice of godparenting necessary to demonstrate their maturity and aptitude to establish their own family.79 

According to the analysis of historian David M. Stark, young godmothers would marry immediately after their 

first baptism,80 and given that Manuel was born in 1645, Juan II and Ana must have married around 1644. This 

first marriage of Juan de Lugo Sotomayor II makes sense when we observe that his marriage in 1665 was late 

for his age. Given that his father, Juan de Lugo Sotomayor I, was born around 1575,81 a birthdate of 1625 was 

given to Juan II, in other words, when his father was 50 years old.82 Juan II and his brother Francisco were 

therefore the youngest sons of Juan I and Luisa Velázquez. We doubt that the marriage of Juan II and Ana de 

Avendaño from 1665 produced children before 1673 because their household included no children in the 

Census of 1673.83 Therefore, Manuel and Francisco and other possible children must have left their home in 

1673. Below is a table illustrating the relatives of the Sotomayor, Soto de las Cuevas, Franqui/ez, González de 

la Cruz, Cruz Soto Figueroa y Muñiz del Salto as discussed above.  

 
Velázquez (thank you to Dr. Gelpí Báiz for sharing this Fránquez Genealogy). We should not dismiss that the Cuevas surname came 

from the Franquis/Velázquez, because we know of two marriages from two noble families Velázquez Cuevas. A member of one of 

these families was Avila Bishop Juan Velázquez de las Cuevas, born in 1528 and son of Esteban Velázquez and Juana de las Cuevas, 

vecinos of Coca, Segovia; and also in Coca, Fernando Velázquez de Portillo and Francisca de las Cuevas, which founded a mayorazgo 

in 1534, (Archivo General de Simancas, ES.47161.AGS//CME,40,23). The connection between these Velázquez de las Cuevas from 

Segovia and the Franquis/es is through Juan de Franquis o Franques, Genoese, who had a strong presence in Segovia at the end of the 

fifteenth and start of the sixteenth centuries. We have him suing Diego de Llerena before the Corregidor on 18 August 1498 (Archivo 

General de Simancas, ES.47161.AGS//RGS,LEG,149808,232). This same Juan de Franquis shows up on November 1499 as vecino in 

Seville, suing Bartolomé de Peñalver, vecino from Segovia, regarding debts over weave trade (Archivo de la Real Chancillería de 

Valladolid, ES.47186.ARCHV//REGISTRO DE EJECUTORIAS,CAJA 140,8). He also sued Diego de Llerena in Segovia in the 

village of Medina del Campo, in 1501 (ES.47161.AGS//RGS,LEG,150105,390). The same Juan de Franques also sued García de 

Cuéllar, vecino of Segovia, regarding some debts over pastry trade in 1507 (ES.47186.ARCHV//REGISTRO DE 

EJECUTORIAS,CAJA 212,16); against Diego de Herne, of Segovia, in 1501 (ES.47161.AGS//RGS,LEG,150105,182); against Diego 

de Lorena, dyer in Segovia, in 1508 (ES.47186.ARCHV//REGISTRO DE EJECUTORIAS,CAJA 221,3); and against Juan de Cuéllar 

and Antonio de Aranda, vecinos of Segovia, in 1509 (ES.47186.ARCHV//REGISTRO DE EJECUTORIAS,CAJA 231,25). Clearly, 

this Juan de Franquis/es, vecino of Sevilla, had strong presence and commercial interests in Segovia, the place that where we find the 

Velázquez de las Cuevas family. 
79 Regarding this godparenting as evidence of adulthood process, see David M. Stark, “Crossing the Threshold from Adolescence to 

Adulthood in Eighteenth-Century Puerto Rico: The Baptismal Sponsorship of Enslaved Infants in Arecibo, 1735-1772,” Hispanic 

American Historical Review, Vol. 100, No. 4 (2020): 623-654. Although Stark analyzes godparenting of slave infants in Arecibo, the 

practice on the White population can be generalized for the rest of the island. 
80 Ibíd, 638-639. 
81 His parents, Pedro Mexía de Lugo and Isabel de Sotomayor, got married in 1573 in San Juan’s Cathedral. Thank you to Teresa de 

Castro Sedgwick for this information.  
82 Juan I declared to be 60 years old in 1625, but we think this was an overestimation, given the marriage date of his parents and the 

date of his marriage to doña Luisa Velázquez in 1606. Thank you to Teresa de Castro Sedgwick for this information.  
83 But they could have had children afterwards, given that at least Juan II and Ana de Avendaño were still alive in 1673. David Stark 

and Teresa de Castro Sedgwick. “Padrón del año 1673 de las personas que hay en la ciudad de San Juan de Puerto Rico: Una 

transcripción con introducción y notas genealógicas.” Boletín de la Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Genealogía, Vol. 9, No. 3-4 (1997): 

43.  
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Image 15. Genealogical table showing relationships between the Sotomayor, González de la Cruz, Cruz Soto, and Muñiz del Salto. 

 

Conclusion 

 This essay discussed the surprising agnatic kinship of two families that did not appear to be related 

given their different surnames, Sotomayor and González de la Cruz. Y-DNA genetics once again provided 

invaluable results that helped link scattered documents and genealogical-historical information to trace 

genealogies beyond the eighteenth century in Puerto Rican towns with scarce parish archives.  Advanced 

genetic results of the Y chromosome showed that these branches of the Sotomayor and González de la Cruz 

from Aguada/Moca/San Sebastián shared an agnatic ancestor in the seventeenth century.   
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Once the existing documentation was explored, the dispensations in the first book of marriages of San 

Sebastián and Moca, with the data of the Soto de las Cuevas de la Cruz, the genealogical-genealogy picture 

came to life. Genealogy explained the genetic data and the genetic data explained the genealogy. The fact that 

the Soto de las Cuevas were related to the Soto Figueroa and Muñiz del Salto was another important revelation 

because it tied the Soto de las Cuevas with the Lugo Sotomayor and Lugo Figueroa just two generations before. 

Thus, what was discussed in 2019 was reconfirmed, but in this occasion the genealogy from Juan de Soto 

Hernández up to Juan de Lugo Sotomayor I was clarified. Although the ancestor of the surnames González de 

Acevedo is yet to be identified, at least there is enough information to conclude that the González de la Cruz 

also descended from the González de Acevedo family. The prosopographic method used for identifying the 

continuity of the military ranks, political positions, strategic endogamous marriages, dates, anthroponymy, and 

localities in the northwest corridor that goes from Aguada, Moca and San Sebastián, also bore fruit.  

 It is worth observing how these Sotomayor men moved from San Juan, where they had exercised clear 

leadership—being the Lugo Sotomayor Captains and Mayors of the capital city in the seventeenth century—to 

Aguada.  Once in Aguada, a growing town during the seventeenth century, they continued exercising their 

leadership in the militia, holding ranks such as Sergeants Major, Captains, alféreces, ayudantes, and Sergeants. 

The military-political position of Lieutenant Captain at War in the establishment of the town of Aguada in 1692 

fell upon the López de Segura family, but Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas indeed served as Lieutenant Captain at 

War of Aguada in 1704. For reasons unknown to us, one branch of the family used the combination of the 

surnames González de la Cruz to start a “new” political dynasty in the region, being Cristóbal González de la 

Cruz founding Captain of the new town of San Sebastián in 1752 and his son Cristóbal González de la Cruz also 

Lieutenant at War in multiple occasions. Nonetheless, these different surnames did not hide the fact that people 

undoubtedly knew who was whom and how they were related. Three hundred years later, we know it as well. 
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